
Codebook for “Pre-Electoral Coalition Formation in Parliamentary Democracies” by Sona Nadenichek
Golder in the British Journal of Political Science.

1 Dataset : pecBJPS.dta (or pecBJPS.xls)

1.1 Variables in initial dataset

COUNTRYNAME
Names of 20 countries used in analysis.

COUNTRY
Unique number identifying each country.

ELECTION
The date of each legislative election held between 1946 and 1998, in the form year month day. (So 461126
is November 26, 1946.) Only democratic elections were used. The Przeworski et al. (2000) dataset was
used to determine whether a country was democratic or not for each post-war election. Election dates are
taken from Mackie & Rose (1991) as well as Muller & Strom (2000) and Budge et al. (2001).

PEC
Dummy variable that is coded one if the two parties in the dyad (PARTY1 and PARTY2) formed a pre-
electoral coalition prior to an election; coded 0 otherwise. There did not have to be a written coalition
agreement for there to be a pre-electoral coalition. However, at a minimum, there had to be a clear and
publicly-stated intention on the part of participating parties to cooperate following the election if they won
enough support at the polls to form a government. Information as to whether a pre-electoral coalition
existed came from a variety of country-specific sources and correspondence with several country experts.
See Appendix 1 for list of sources.

PARTY1
First party in dyad. See Appendix 2 for names of parties.

PARTY2
Second party in dyad. See Appendix 2 for names of parties.

THRESHOLD
The effective electoral threshold. The effective threshold is the mean of the thresholds of representation
and exclusion. It is calculated as50%

M+1 + 50%
2M , where M is the district magnitude. If there are legal thresh-

olds and/or upper tier seats, the calculation is slightly more complicated (Lijphart 1994, 25-30). For more
information on electoral thresholds, see Taagepera (1998a, 1998b).

INCOMPATIBILITY
Measures the absolute ideological distance between the parties in the dyad and is a proxy for the lack of
ideological compatibility in the coalition. Data on the ideological position of each party are taken from the
Manifesto Research Group, which evaluates each party on a one-dimensional scale that ranges from -100
(extreme left) to +100 (extreme right) (Budge et al. 2001).

POLARIZATION
Measures the ideological polarization in the party system and is calculated as the absolute ideological dis-
tance between the largest left and right wing party in the party system. Data on the ideological position of
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each party are taken from the Manifesto Research Group, which evaluates each party on a one-dimensional
scale that ranges from -100 (extreme left) to +100 (extreme right) (Budge et al. 2001).

SEATSHARE1
The proportion of seats won by the first party in a dyad (PARTY1) in the current election. Data from Budge
et al. (2001).

SEATSHARE2
The proportion of seats won by the second party in a dyad (PARTY1) in the current election. Data from
Budge et al. (2001).

SEATLAG1
The proportion of seats won by the first party in the dyad (PARTY1) in thepreviouselection.

SEATLAG2
The proportion of seats won by the second party in the dyad (PARTY2) in thepreviouselection.

IDENT
Unique identifying number for each election (created by multiplying the country number by 100,000,000
and adding it to the election date). Note that Excel doesn’t handle numbers this size well, so if using the
pecBJPS.xls file, it would be best to create a unique identifying number some other way.

1.2 Variables created when running the “pecBJPS.do” file

COALITIONSEATLAG
The proportion of seats won by the potential coalition (dyad) in thepreviouselection. Variable constructed
by adding SEATLAG1 and SEATLAG2.

SEATSHARE
The percentage of seats won by the potential coalition (dyad) in the previous election. Variable constructed
by multiplying COALITIONSEATLAG× 100. Thus if a dyad won four tenths of the seats (COALITION-
SEATLAG = 0.4), its SEATSHARE would be 40 percent. This variable represents the expected seat share
of the potential coalition in the current election.

SEATSHARE 2
SEATSHARE squared.

POLARIZATION THRESHOLD
Interaction term created by multiplying POLARIZATION× THRESHOLD.

ASYMMETRY
This is the ratio of the seat share of the two parties in a dyad (PARTY1 and PARTY2). It is calculated as:

ASY MMETRY =
{ SEATLAG1

SEATLAG1+SEATLAG2 if SEATLAG1
SEATLAG1+SEATLAG2 ≥ 0.5

1− SEATLAG1
SEATLAG1+SEATLAG2 if SEATLAG1

SEATLAG1+SEATLAG2 < 0.5

ASYM SEAT
Interaction term created by multiplying ASYMMETRY× SEATSHARE.
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Appendix 1: Sources for Pre-Electoral Coalition Variable

Australia

Butler (1999), Klingemann, Hofferbert and Budge (1994), Mackie and Rose (1991), McAllister (2003),
Powell (2000).

Austria

Caramani (2000), Dreijmanis (1982), Lauber (1996), Müller (2000), M̈uller (1996), Powell (2000).

Belgium

Caramani (2000), Dewachter (1987), DeWinter, Timmermans and Dumont (2000), Downs (1998), Mackie
and Rose (1991), Powell (2000),http://www.electionworld.org/belgium.htm , European
Journal of Political Research(various election reports).

Canada

Mackie and Rose (1991),http://www.elections.ca/ .

Denmark

Arter (1999), Caramani (2000), Damgaard (2000), Elklit (2002), Esaiasson and Heidar (2000), Fitzmaurice
(1981), Mackie and Rose (1991), Pesonen & Thomas (1983), Powell (2000), Schou & Hearl (1992).

Finland

Arter (1999), Caramani (2000), Esaiasson and Heidar (2000), Kuitunen (2002), Mackie and Rose (1991),
Nousiainen (2000), Powell (2000), Sundberg (2002).

France

Alexandre (1977), Backman & Birenbaum (1993), Bell and Criddle (1984), Bréchon (1995), Campbell
(1958), Caramani (2000), Cayrol (1971), Charlot (1994), Charlot (1980), Charlot (1971), Cole and Camp-
bell (1989), Jaffŕe (1980), Lavau & Mossuz-Lavau (1980), Mackie and Rose (1991), Martin (1993), Portelli
(1994), Schlesinger & Schlesinger (2000), Thiébault (2000), Williams, Goldey and Harrison (1970), Ys-
mal (1993), Ysmal (1989),Keesing’s Record of World Events, Le Monde, http://www.epf.fr.fm ,
http://www.les-verts.org/histoire.html , Le Monde(various).

Germany

Caramani (2000), Conradt (1978), Gunlicks (1990), Mackie and Rose (1991), Martin & Stevenson (2001),
Powell (2000), Pulzer (1983), Saalfeld (2000), Schoen (1999).
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Iceland

Arter (1999), Caramani (2000), Esaiasson & Heidar (2000), Grimsson (1982), Hardarson (2002), Indrida-
son (2005), Kristj́ansson (1998), Lijphart (1994), Mackie and Rose (1991),European Journal of Political
Research(various),http://electionworld.org/iceland.htm .

Ireland

Caramani (2000), Collins (2003), Farrell (1987), Farrell and Farrell (1987), Gallagher (2003), Gallagher
(1982), Girvin (1993), Laver (1992), Mackie and Rose (1991), Mair (1999), Mair (1987), Marsh and
Mitchell (1999), Mitchell (1999), Murphy (2003), Powell (2000), Sinnot (1987).

Italy

Daniels (1999), Mackie and Rose (1991), Marradi (1982), Mastropaolo and Slater (1992), Mershon (2002),
Newell (2000), Powell (2000), Rhodes (1995), Verzichelli and Cotta (2000),http://electionworld.
org/italy.htm .

Japan

Christensen (2000), Johnson (2000), Kohno (1997), Mackie and Rose (1991).

Luxembourg

Dumont and De Winter (2000), Mackie and Rose (1991).

Netherlands

Caramani (2000), Daalder (1987), De Jong and Pijnenburg (1986), Irwin (1999), Kitschelt (1994), Napel
(1999), Powell (2000), Timmermans and Andeweg (2000), Tops and Dittrich (1992),http://electionworld.
org/netherlands , Keesing’s Record of World Events.

New Zealand

Budge et al. (2001), Mackie and Rose (1991), Vowles (2002),http://www.nzes.org/ , http:
//electionworld.org/newzealand.htm , http://www.alliance.org.nz .

Norway

Arter (1999), Caramani (2000), Esaiasson and Heidar (2000), Fitzmaurice (1986), Groennings (1970), Han-
cock (1998), Mackie and Rose (1991), Maor (1999), Narud and Strom (2000), Rommetvedt (1992), Shaffer
(1998), Strom and Leipart (1992), Valen (2003), Valen and Martinussen (1977),Keesing’s Record of World
Events, http://electionworld.org/norway.htm .
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Portugal

Caramani (2000), Lloyd-Jones (2002), Mackie and Rose (1991), Magone (2000), Magone (1999), Laver and
Schofield (1998),Keesing’s Record of World Events, http://resultados.cne.pt , electionworld.
org/portugal.htm , http://memory.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html .

Spain

Budge et al. (2001), Caramani (2000), Colomer (2001), Esteban and López Guerra (1985), Gillespie(1995),
Hopkin(1999), Laver and Schofield (1998), López-Pintor (1985a), López-Pintor (1985b), Mackie and Rose
(1991), Newton (1997),electionworld.org/spain.htm .

Sweden

Arter (1999), Bergman (2000), Bergman (1995), Caramani (2000), Hadenius (1990), Hancock (1972),
Mackie and Rose (1991), Powell (2000), Sannerstedt and Sjölin (1992), S̈arlvik (2002), S̈arlvik (1977),
Strom and Bergman (1992),Keesing’s Record of World Events.

United Kingdom

Boothroyd (2001), Caramani (2000), Kitschelt (1994), Norton (1984), Peele (1995),
http://electionworld.org/unitedkingdom.htm .
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Appendix 2: Party Names

The parties and party codes listed in Table 1 are taken from Budge et al. (2001). That source also lists the
elections each party contested, as well as the name of most of the parties in the language of the relevant
country.

Table 1: Parties

Country Party Code Party

Australia 63320 Australian Labor Party (ALP)
63321 Australian Democrats (AD)
63330 Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
63620 Liberal Party of Australia (LPA)
63810 National Party of Australia (NPA)

Austria 42110 Green Alternative (GA)
42320 Austrian Social Democratic Party (SPÖ)
42420 Austrian Freedom Party (FPÖ)
42421 Liberal Forum (LF)
42520 Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP)

Belgium 21111 Francophone Ecologists (ECOLO)
21112 Live Differently (Flemish Ecologists) (AGALEV)
21320 Belgian Socialist Party (BSP/PSB)
21321 Flemish Socialist Party (BSP)
21322 Francophone Socialist Party (PS)
21420 Party of Liberty and Progress (PVV/PLP)
21421 Flemish Liberals and Democrats (VLD, formerly PVV)
21422 Francophone Liberals (PRL, formerly PLP)
21423 Liberal Reformation Party-Francophone Democratic Front (PRL-FDF)
21424 Liberal Democratic and Pluralist Party (PLDP)
21520 Christian Party (PSC/CVP)
21521 Flemish Christian People’s Party (CVP)
21522 Francophone Christian Social Party (PSC)
21911 Walloon Rally (RW)
21912 Francophone Democratic Front (FDF)
21913 People’s Union (VU)
21914 Flemish Blok (VB)

Canada 62320 New Democratic Party (NDP)
62420 Liberal Party of Canada (LP)
62620 Progressive Conservative Party (PCP)
62621 Reform Party of Canada (RPC)
62901 Bloc Qúeb́ecois (BQ)
62951 Social Credit (SOCRED)
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Table 1: Parties

Country Party Code Party

Denmark 13210 Left Socialist Party (VS)
13220 Danish Communist Party (DKP)
13221 Common Course (FK)
13229 Red-Green Unity List (EL)
13230 Socialist People’s Party (SF)
13320 Social Democratic Party (SD)
13330 Center Democrats (CD)
13410 Radical Party (RV)
13420 Liberals (V)
13421 Independents’ Party (DU)
13422 Liberal Center (LC)
13520 Christian People’s Party (KrF)
13620 Conservative People’s Party (KF)
13951 Progress Party (FP)
13952 Justice Party (RF)
13953 Danish Union (DS)

Finland 14110 Green Union (VL)
14221 Finnish People’s Democratic Union (SKDL)
14222 Democratic Alternative (DEVA)
14223 Left Wing Alliance (VL)
14310 Social Democratic League of Workers and Smallholders (TPSL)
14320 Finnish Social Democrats (SSDP)
14420 Liberal People’s Party (LKP)
14430 Progressive Finnish Party (a.k.a. Young Finns) (NSP)
14520 Finish Christian Union (SKL)
14620 National Coalition (KK)
14810 Center Party (SK)
14820 Finnish Rural Party (SMP)
14901 Swedish People’s Party (RKP/SFP)

France 31110 Greens (VERT)
31111 Ecology Generation (GE)
31220 French Communist Party (PCF)
31320 Socialist Party (PS, formerly SFIO)
31421 Radical Socialist Party (RRRS)
31521 Popular Republican Movement (MRP)
31522 Democratic Center (CD)
31523 Center Democracy and Progress (CDP)
31529 Reformers’ Movement (MR)
31621 Gaullists (UNR then UDT then RPR)
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Table 1: Parties

Country Party Code Party

France (cont.) 31622 Conservatives1

31623 Poujadists
31624 Union for French Democracy (UDF)
31625 Rally for the Republic (RPR)2

31720 National Front (FN)

Germany 41111 Greens
41112 Greens/Alliance’90 (Greens-90)
41113 Alliance’90/Greens (90-Greens)
41220 Communist Party of Germany (KPD)
41221 Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS)
41320 Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD)
41420 Free Democratic Party (FDP)
41521 Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU)
41522 Center Party (DZ)
41620 German Party (DP)
41711 Economic Reconstruction League (WAV)
41712 German Reich Party (DRP)
41911 Bavarian Party (BP)
41912 South Schleswig Voters’ Union (SSW)
41951 Refugee Party (GB/BHE)

Iceland 15220 People’s Alliance (Ab)
15320 Social Democratic Party (A)
15321 Social Democratic Federation (BJ)
15322 Union of Liberals and Leftists (SFVM)
15323 Awakening of the Nation
15620 Independence Party (Sj)
15621 Citizens’ Party (Bf)
15710 National Preservation Party (Tf)
15810 Progressive Party (F)
15951 Women’s Alliance (Kv)

Ireland 53110 Ecology Party/Green Party/Comhaontas Glas (Greens)
53220 Workers’ Party (WP)
53221 Democratic Left Party (DLP)
53320 Labour Party (LP)
53420 Progressive Democrats (PD)
53520 Fine Gael (Family of the Irish) (FG)
53620 Fianna F́ail (Soldiers of Destiny) (FF)
53714 Republican Party (CnP)
53810 Party of the Land (CnT)
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Table 1: Parties

Country Party Code Party

Italy 32110 Green Federation (FdV)
32210 Manifesto/Party of Proletarian Unity for Communism (PdUP)
32211 Proletarian Democracy (DP)
32212 Newly-Founded Communists (RC)
32220 Democratic Party of the Left (formerly Communist Party) (PCI)
32310 Radical Party (PR)
32320 Socialist Party (PSI)
32321 Italian Renewal (RI)
32322 United Socialist Party (PSU)
32330 Italian Democratic Socialist Party (PSDI)
32410 Republican Party (PRI)
32420 Liberal Party (PLI)
32520 Italian Popular Party (formerly Christian Democrats) (PPI or DC)
32521 Christian Democratic Center (CCD)
32528 Pact for Italy (PI)
32529 Democratic Alliance (AD)
32610 Forza Italia (Go Italy) (FI)
32710 National Alliance (formerly Italian Social Movement-Right National) (AN)
32720 Northern League (LN)
32951 The Network/Movement for Democracy (LR)

Japan 71220 Japanese Communist Party (JCP)
71320 Japanese Socialist Party (JSP)
71321 Democratic Socialist Party (DSP)
71322 Social Democratic Federation (SDF)
71530 Clean Government Party (CGP)
71620 Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
71621 New Liberal Club (NLC)
71622 Japan Renewal Party (JRP)
71623 New Frontier Party (NFP)
71624 Democratic Party of Japan (DJP)
71951 New Party (NP)
71952 Japan New Party (JNP)

Luxembourg 23111 Green Left Ecological Alternative (GLEI)
23112 Green Alternative (GAP)
23113 Green Left Ecological Alternative-Green Alternative (GLEI-GAP)
23220 Communist Party (PCL/KPL)
23320 Socialist Workers’ Party (POSL/LSAP)
23420 Democratic Party (PD/DP)
23520 Christian Social People’s Party (PCS/CSV)
23951 Action Committee for Democracy and Pension Justice (ADR)
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Table 1: Parties

Country Party Code Party

Netherlands 22110 Green Left (DL)
22310 Radical Political Party (PPR)
22320 Labor Party (PvdA)
22330 Democrats’66 (D’66)
22420 People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD)
22521 Christian Democratic Appeal (CDA)
22522 Catholic People’s Party (KVP)
22523 Anti-Revolutionary Party (ARP)
22524 Democratic Socialists’70 (DS’70)
22525 Christian Historical Union (CHU)

New Zealand 64320 Labor Party (LP)
64321 Alliance
64620 National Party (NP)
64621 New Zealand First Party (NZFP)
64951 Social Credit/Democratic Party

Norway 12220 Norwegian Communist Party (NKP)
12221 Socialist Left Party (SV)
12320 Norwegian Labor Party (DNA)
12410 New People’s Party
12420 Liberal People’s Party (V or DLF)
12520 Christian People’s Party (KrF)
12620 Conservative Party (H)
12810 Center Party (SP)
12951 Progress Party (FrP)

Portugal 35110 Greens (PEV)
35210 Popular Democratic Union (UDP)
35220 Portuguese Communist Party (PCP)
35229 Unified Democratic Coalition (CDU)
35310 Democratic Movement (MDP)
35311 Portuguese Socialist Party (PSP)
35312 Democratic Renewal Party (PRD)
35313 Social Democratic Party (PSD)
35314 Popular Party (formerly Center Social Democrats) (PP)
35315 Democratic Intervention (ID)
35316 Independent Social Democrats (ASDI)
35317 Union of the Socialist and Democratic Left (UEDS)
35710 Popular Monarchist Party (PPM)
35951 National Solidarity Party (PSN)
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Table 1: Parties

Country Party Code Party

Spain 33220 United Left (IU)
33320 Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE)
33430 Union of the Democratic Center/Centrist Bloc (UCD)
33438 Popular Democratic Party (PDP)
33439 Liberal Party (PL)
33512 Center Democrats (CDS)
33610 Popular Party (formerly Popular Alliance)(PP)
33611 Convergence and Union (CiU)
33901 Basque Left (EE)
33902 Basque Nationalist Party (PNV/EAJ)
33903 Basque Solidarity (EA)
33904 Aragonese Regionalist Party (PAR)
33905 Catalan Republican Left (ERC)
33906 Andalusian Party (PA)

Sweden 11110 Green Ecology Party
11220 Left Party (formerly Communist Party) (Vp)
11320 Social Democratic Labor Party (SdaP)
11420 Liberal People’s Party (FP)
11520 Christian Democratic Community Party (KdS)
11620 Moderate Coalition Party (MSP)
11810 Center Party (CP)
11951 New Democracy (NyD)

United Kingdom 51320 Labour Party
51330 Social Democratic Party (SDP)
51420 Liberal Party
51421 Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
51620 Conservative Party
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Bréchon, Pierre. 1995.La France aux urnes: Cinquante ans d’histoireélectorale.Édition 1995 Notes et
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Thiébault, Jean-Louis. 2000. “France: Forming and Maintaining Government Coalitions in The Fifth Re-
public”. In Coalition Governments in Western Europe, ed. Wolfgang C. M̈uller & Kaare Strom. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Timmermans, Arco & Rudy B. Andeweg. 2000. “The Netherlands: Still the Politics of Accomodation?”. In
Coalition Governments in Western Europe, ed. Wolfgang C. M̈uller & Kaare Strom. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Tops, Pieter & Karl Dittrich. 1992. “The Role of Policy in Dutch Coalition Building, 1946-81”. InParty
Policy and Government Coalitions, ed. M. J. Laver & Ian Budge. New York: St. Martin’s Press.

18



Valen, Henry. 2003. “The Storting Election in Norway, September 2001.”Electoral Studies22:197–85.

Valen, Henry & Willy Martinussen. 1977. “Electoral Trends and Foreign Politics in Norway: The 1973
StortingElection and the EEC Issue”. InScandinavia at the Polls: Recent Political Trends in Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden, ed. Karl H. Cerny. Washington, D.C.: American Enterprise Institute for Public
Policy Research.

Verzichelli, Luca & Maurizio Cotta. 2000. “Italy: From ‘Constrained’ Coalitions to Alternating Govern-
ments?”. InCoalition Governments in Western Europe, ed. Wolfgang C. M̈uller & Kaare Strom. Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press.

Vowles, Jack. 2002. “The General Election in New Zealand, November 1999.”Electoral Studies21:134–9.

Williams, Philip M., David Goldey & Martin Harrison. 1970.French Politicians and Elections 1951-1969.
London: Cambridge University Press.

Ysmal, Colette. 1989.Les Partis politiques sous la Ve République. Paris:Éditions Montchestien.
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Département d’́Etudes Politiques du Figaro et Presses de la Fondation Nationale des Sciences Poli-
tiques.

19


